Clinical features related to antiphospholipid syndrome in patients with chronic viral infections (hepatitis C virus/HIV infection): description of 82 cases.
We analyzed the spectrum of clinical features related to antiphospholipid syndrome (APS) in patients with chronic viral infections, such as hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. We selected patients from the HISPAMEC registry who repeatedly tested positive for antiphospholipid antibodies (aPL) and who had features of APS, and we searched the MEDLINE database for additional cases. A total of 82 patients were included (45 had chronic HCV infection, 32 had HIV infection, and 5 had HCV-HIV coinfection). The main features of APS were avascular bone necrosis (20 patients), peripheral thrombosis (17), thrombocytopenia (15), neurologic features (13), cardiac manifestations (12), pulmonary embolism (9), gastrointestinal manifestations (8), and cutaneous manifestations (8). The main APS-related features in HCV-infected patients were intraabdominal thrombosis and myocardial infarction, whereas, in HIV-infected patients, the main features were avascular bone and cutaneous necrosis. These viruses might act in some patients as chronic triggering agents that induce a heterogeneous, atypical presentation of APS.